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The Effect of Zinc on Growth Performance of Meat Rabbit

Khalifa S. Al- Khalifa
Dept. of Science, Al-Rass-Teachers College, Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This research was carried out during summer of 2005. A total of 36 healthy males Californian meat rabbits
were maintained from weanling (32 days of age) in cages with flattened tube grid floors. The rabbits were
divided randomly into four equal groups, each group involved nine rabbits, kept under similar environmental
and hygienic conditions. One group considered as control, the second, third and fourth group were fed on a
ration supplemented with Zinc Sulfate ZnSO,.7H,0O ,defferent levels of Zinc: 50, 100, 200 ppm respectively.
The main results showed that the addition of Zinc to the ration of meat rabbits led to partly improve liveweigh
gain. Zinc supplementation effected on feed intake (p<0.05) and improved feeding efficiency. While live body
weight was non significantly changed. In doses of Zinc 100 and 200 ppm decreased mortality rate by 11and

22% dressing carcasses percentage improved by 11-12%.
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